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la 1686 the first city charter was issued,
and in 1690 the first intercolonial congress
was held in New York. The first printing
press was established in the city in 1696; the
first free school was opened in 1705, and the
first newspaper, the Gazette, was founded in
1725. In 1732 a stage line was established
between New York and Boston, but it was
not until twenty-four years later that the
Philadelphia stage began running. In the
early part of the summer of 1776 a large part
of the American troops were quartered in the
city, and on July 8 the Declaration of In-
dependence was publicly read to the soldiers
and citizens. The next day the statue of
George III on Bowling Green was torn down,,
but in September of the same year the British
occupied the city and held it from that time
until "Evacuation Day/' November, 25,1783.
Prom 1785 to 1790 Congress met in New
York in the old Federal Hall, the site of
which is now occupied by the Sub treasury;
here Washington was inaugurated in 1789.
In 1807 Fulton's steamer, the Clermont,
began making trips between New York and
Albany, and in 1812 the first steam ferry to
Long Island was opened. The completion of
the Erie Canal gave an impetus to the growth
of the city, which since that time has in-
creased its population at a rate never equaled
by any other municipality. Two cholera
epidemics, a great fire with much loss of life,
a financial panic and several riots were events
which seemed serious at the time, but which
never delayed the city's progress. For sev-
eral years after the Civil War the city suf-
fered from political frauds perpetrated by
the "Tweed Ring," but in 1871 the ring was
effectively broken up. In 1898 the first char-
ter for the organization of Greater New York
was adopted, and the history of the city since
that date has been one of almost uninter-
rupted prosperity.
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NEW YORK, college of the city of,
& men's educational institution supported
by the city of New York. The college was
established by the board of education in 1848,
 under the name of the New York Free
Academy. Its purpose was to provide educa-
tional advantages for those unable to pay
tuition. It developed steadily, and in 1866
its name was changed to the College of the
City of New York, Three years of prepara-
tory work and four of college instruction are
given, but there are no graduate courses. In
1917 courses in civil, electrical, mechanical
and chemical engineering were instituted.
Equipment is free and no tuition fees are
required. An evening college is maintained
for those who cannot attend day sessions, and
there are extension courses. The total enroll-
ment for both day and evening sessions aver-
ages over 11,000, which includes about 3,000
women admitted to special courses. Prepar-
atory students, who meet in Townsend Harris
Hall, number about 1,600. The faculty num-
bers over 300. There is a library of 80,000
volumes.
NEW YOBK, university of the state
of. See new york (state), subhead Educa-
tion.
NEW YOEK STATE BABGE CANAL,
a canal system in operation in the state of
New York, comprising four waterways for-
merly operated individually. These are the
Erie, the Champlain, the Oswego, and the
Cayuga and Seneca canals. The Barge Canal
is the result of various enlargements and im-
provements of the four existing canals, the
work having been authorized by the legisla-
ture and electorate of the state in 1903. Con-
struction began in 1907, and the system was
finished and ready for operation in 1917,
A practical test of the Barge Canal was made
in November, 1917, when two submarine
chasers made the trip from Oswego, on Lake
Erie, to Troy, on the Hudson. The experi-
ment demonstrated that the great canal was
in every respect a success.
Of the four canals comprising the system,
the Erie is the most important. It is 339
miles in length, connecting Buffalo, on Lake
Erie, with Albany and Troy, on the Hudson.
The Champlain Canal, sixty-one miles in ex-
tent; runs from "Whitehall, on Lake Cham-
plain, to Watervliet, near Troy. The third
canal, the Oswego, extends from Oswego, on
Lake Ontario, to Syracuse. It is twenty-
three miles in length. Of the same length
is the Cayuga and Seneca Canal, connecting
Montezuma, on the Seneca River, and lakes
Cayuga and Seneca. The minimum depth, of
the Barge Canal is twelve feet, and it varies

